32                        LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS

Every book is to be delivered to the junior Warden within ten days
after it's off from the press, and we are to appoint somebody to demand
them of him. The obligation is upon every printer to give books; it were
to be wished it had been upon every proprietor, for the proprietor must
give them to us."1

Hyde's stratagem in sending the copies of the Agreement and
by-law produced very little effect upon the printers. The refusal
of the House of Commons to renew the Licensing Act any more2
made them feel justified in suspending delivery of the copies to
the Bodleian.3 As for the moral obligation of the Agreement:
despite its intended perpetuity, the printers probably thought
that if it had not become void on the abolition of the Star Cham-
ber on 1 August 1641, it was certainly annulled on the passing of
the Licensing Act of 1662.4 Thomas Hearne, the antiquary, who
was appointed to a position in the Bodleian in 1701, made an
appeal to the printers in the preface to his Reliquiae Bodldanae
of 1703. He begged them to continue the delivery of copies to
the Bodleian, "since the Act of Parliament for sending copies of
books, is expired, and there are divers wanting for several years
past/*

His earnest plea fell on ears deaf to cajolery.5 But the Augustan
Age of English literature was dawning, and important statutory
changes were at hand.

1 W, D. Macray's Annals, 1890, p. 41.
1 See Macaula/s History of England, 1855, vol. iv, pp. 540-2.
*  The clauses relating to the delivery of the three copies appear to be per-
petual in the continuing Licensing Act of 17 Car, II, c. 4. Yet it seems they
were not so considered, for no mention was made of them in the Copyright
Act of 1709 (8 Anne, c. 19) described in full in the following pages.
*  A corrcspoodent in the Gentleman's Magazine(1818), vol. 88 pt. i, p. 215,
observes tbat Mr Justice Willes declared from the Bench that though the
Bodleian Agreement was enforced by the Star Chamber in 1637, it became
incapable of reyml after the collapse of that body in 1640, because the Agree-
ment was s private one, and could therefore have no public operation. See
4 Bunvefs Lato Reports, 2303 (MWar y. Taylor).
*  The records of the Bodleian show isolated examples of delivery of copies
after i695 by printers either extremely conscientious or blissfully ignorant
of the lapsing of tfee Act. But such deliveries were of a sporadic nature, for
there are no traces of them at Stationers1 Hall.